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him, demanded terms which he could not possibly
concede. The Queen, therefore, had to choose between
Russell and Palmerston. Of the two she loathed Pal-
merston least. He could, at any rate, be trusted to sup-
press any movement for Parliamentary reform. More-
over, in his old age he was less festive and more dis-
posed to tranquillity than he had been in his exuberant
prime. So for Palmerston she sent. He dutifully came.
He constructed a Cabinet in which Lord John Russell
—who was created Earl Russell in 1861—consented to
serve as Secretary for Foreign Affairs. Gladstone be-
came Chancellor of the Exchequer—an event which
marks the merging of the Peelite with the Whigs.
Under Palrnerston the country enjoyed for six years a
happy stagnation without parallel since the halcyon
days of Lord Liverpool. The Conservative Whigs were
in power; the Conservative Tories, under Derby and
Disraeli, had nothing to do save to bait Russell over his
inept handling of foreign affairs. Only Gladstone and
the Radicals, with the growing class of unenfranchised
artisans in the great towns, fumed and foamed, waiting
for Palmerston and the eighteenth century to die.
The interest of Palmerston's second Ministry centres
in the sphere of foreign affairs. In the very year of its
establishment the great movement under Cavour and
Garibaldi for the liberation and unification of Italy
began. Both Palmerston and Russell, although for
different reasons, were enthusiastic supporters of Young
Italy. Hence they looked with a benevolent approval
that made the Queen and the Prince Consort rage
when the Sardinians, aided by the French, expelled the
Austrians from Lombardy; when the central states
drove out the dukes and cardinals and declared for
absorption into the Italian kingdom; and when Gari-
baldi and his two thousand, under the very eyes of a
British fleet, landed in Sicily and in Naples and over-
threw the Bourbon despotism.
In 1861 the main attention of the Cabinet had to be

